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BATHING COMPLEX AT ATRI

Government of Orissa have decided to develop a Bathing Complex at
Atri Hot-Sulphur Spring in Puri district in order to provide more amenities
to inland and foreign tourists,

The Bathing Complex is proposed to be developed in three phases and
the construction of the first phase involving an expernditure of Rs, 13 lakhs
has been administratively approved recently by the State Government. The
first phase r.::nvisages construction of an embankment around the Hot Spring
to provide it permanent protection against the floods, sujtable land scaping

E{;nﬁtmctiﬂn of public toilet, restaurant, construction of four tanks for
thing,

The second and third phases of the
Tourist Bungalow at Atri and provision of
tourists.

project envisage construction of a
modern amenities for international

The Bathing Complex at Atri will form art of the tourist
complex consisting of Barunai Hills-Atri-Kantilo wlﬁch isﬂbein]; d:ﬁ:inped by
Government. Measures are already under way to acquire the Revenue
Department Inspection Bungalow at Barupgi by the Tourist Department

to convert it into a Tourist Bungalow, A n - :
also proposed to be constructed, oW Tourist Bungalow at Kantilo 8
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Ke ja: ji some anecdoles

Dr. H. K. Mahtap
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It was in 1940 when hot exchanges
were going on between Gandhiji and
Jinnah regarding partition of India on which
the question of Independence of India
was hinging. While Gandhiji wds pressing
for independence without partition, Jinnah
was insisting on parttion, Independence
or no independence. The British were
insisting upon Hindu-Muslem unity before
any proposal for independence could be
taken up for consideration. It was indeed
a very delicate and complicated situation
in which  Gandhiji was steering the
Congress politics in those critical days.
Rajagopalachari, who waz all along accepted
as the mouthpiece of Gandhiji's policies
and programmes and who was in fact all
along interpreting Gandhiji in his own
inimitable way to the full conviction of the

intellectuals, decided to break away from
Gandhiji and went on propagating  the
benefits of partition of India, He was 3

master of popular simile to explain  the
most complicated matters which could
be quoted even in literary circles. With
regard to partition his simiie was that when
a piece of cloth was ton in the middle
and thus became useless, it could be made
some use of if the piece was completely
torn to two pieces. He was so enthusiastic
in his opinion in favour of partition, that
he started an all India tour only to invite
abuse, ridicule and insult, But he dig
not flinch from his view. | wag then
staying with Sardar Patel in hig flat in
Bombay. 61 Marine Drive, When Rajaji

arrived there to hold public meetings g
popularise  partition. Sardar  dissuaded
him from his venture but in vain, Rajaji
went outto hold a meeting in the evening,
We were waiting for his return till about
3 F, M. He returned with a smiling face
but with his shirt besmeared with coal tar

" which was thrown at the meeting by the

hostile  audience, While Sardar was
expressing his sorrow for what had hap-
pened and trying to persuade him not 1o
go direct against Gandhiji, he was replying
smilingly that he had been taught by
Gardhiji to express his views fearlessly
even If there was none to lister to him. |
do not think there was a single leader at
that ime in the Congress who dare oppose
Gandhiji as Rajaji did. It is well known
that Jawaharlaljl and Moulana who were
disapproving  Gandhiji's programme  of
quit India movement ultimately joined it

mMost  reluctantly, Ultimately Rajaji's view
pravailed,

E:ec:ause of his crusade for partition 3"*:!
0ainst the quit India movement, Rajal
fell for a while from the Central leader-
ship when it was called upon to frame the
Constitution  gf India after independence.
The Constituent Assembly did not have the
dvantage of  mature foresight of the
d'eat  statesman and intellectual leader
a Rajaji was, Things began to changé-
Rajaji gradually came elgse to the Central
|Eadﬂfﬁhip_ But he was all alnng SI:EPtiGEI
abauyt ..]E]Wﬂhaﬂars wisdem  in pmcl‘jﬂﬂl
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L jiics: But nevertheless  he offerag his
Fﬂﬂw.rﬂ and sincere co-operation to Jawahar Lok Sabha,
ach administration.  He  jointed h_- 1ust to exch

15

|ﬂ|.|'5 . M" H ﬂf i
abinet a5 Home inister  after  Sardaps he Country ge it wes diifting then

i i | had the privilege the He came angd
gmise: : n o be g nd handed o .
? d his colleagues In the Central I:al:!ir-.::: ' over the following
ve of the general election in 1959 hand-writing which | treas
. ure

jaji decided loday  as - :
Rajayi dec ded not 10 contest for of the lngiaﬂ;amgrplﬂce in characterisation
onstitution,

| invited b
@ him 1o tea at ace
2nge views aboyt thamp:l!uﬂns

a T:: E:Eb;;lﬂ? *:;hr:teir our plans: So when at last we got the ch :
S frame the law We framed it without a single ﬂE g g
pOVET WE Were quite bereft And could not move 1o right ar left el

9 For a wonder 10 the civilised world On th I
. fee nundred milli
spread our glory wide and far Adult franchise sans sex :il:r:ns we hurled What

3. The evil power of the rich we smote Thiough secret ballot and direct vote So
the halls of power they cannot enter In the States nor at the Centre

4. The harvest indeed was plenteous But it soon became quite obvious The reaping
would be ruinous Our men being impecunious.

5. No congressmen could bear the expense Without the help of monyed friends:
Help always carries strings held tight was it for this our long drawn fight?

n wishes The oods do mock our plans ambitious help O muse

6. O the vanity of huma
let the rhythm be melancholy For the theme of my lament

of truthful song | And
is human folly.

7. They stand in a queus the struggling man | For ruin naw a3 for glory then Butdo

not the lepidoptera fly Inte the buming _flame to die?

8. Mature's law is just the same For man and woman. finr 1rn¢-th and bee, When the
f purpose is OVer far which they comé che sends @ 1ala ecslasy.

agreed upean and Swatantra Jana Congrass

! Rajaji  gradually drifted  awa¥y feom iion formed  the Ministry in Orissa.
Jawaharlal’ dership and took up the coalition ypected that | would be
l&ada EIIEIE gl ra Party. When Matura[hf . “-m? : pﬂEull volunteered and

; ership of the Swatan Congress in the Chiaf Minister. e f

! | parted company with the L2 goffered the pffice 10 the 8 Fer

Jana Enﬁgrless St Rajaji might have the satisfaction of

: 1966 and organised the
l in Orissa, | had the privile
i with him the policies and P

the Swatantra Party and t
and how they could be
Workable programmeé of o

: s pany heading at least one State
geeing his P iy 0 pleased and

Government. : "
chawered blessings placing his two hands

-o-prdinated: on my head which | will never forget.

ge of di scussing
ammes




Memaries Ubout Ka ja (

Nityananda Kﬂﬂungn

Sumatime in 1243 or 1944 winter
where he

Rajaji had come to Cuttack,
addressed a meeting in the Ravenshaw
College Hall. He was heckled. We read

the news in the papers while we were
confined in the Berhampore Camp Jail
Most of my fellow-prisoners were released,
Somehow | did not relish it.

In those days Rajaji was travelling
all over India and speaking, in his persuasive
way, appealing to the countrymen to
accept the proposal Pakistan, and partition
of India. In those days the Muslim
League or their leader Jinnah had only
vague ideas about the idea of Pakistan,
and partition of India was talked about
vaguely. Rajaji also was not listened
to kindly anywhere; rather he was heckled
and worse things happened in his meetings.
Most Congressmen waere in prison, thers
was a feeling of intense hostility to any
idea of opposition to the stand of the
Congress. Some people accused Rajaji
of being gone over to the side of the
British. In 1846, when Congress took
up Ministries in the States, rather before
that, Gandhiji toured the whole of Madras
with @ view to persuading Congressmen
to accept Rajaji as the Chief Minister
of Madras. But he failed. This s
mentioned merely to show that Gandhijj
had immense faith in  Rajaji whatever gthers
thought of him.

This episode clearly  shows that
Rajaji was a statesman, who could clearly
see what was to  happen in  future: and

he had the courage to persuade the Peaple
of India against all odds. Everyons has
admitted that his was the keenest intellgg
among the public men of India and Gandhij
has spoken of him as his {Gandhiji',gj
conscience keeper. The following extract
from his diary which he wrote in prisg
when he was sentenced to a short term of
imprisonment in 1921 clearly shows how
far ahead into the future he could cleary
see. His vison is prophetic.

An Extract from the Diary of Rajaji
written in prison dated the 24th
January, 1922

“We all ought too know that Swaraj will
not at once or, | think, even for & long time
to come, be better Government or greates
happiness for the people.. Elactions and
their corruptions. injustice and the power
and  tyranny of wealth and inefficiency
of administration, will make a hell of life
@s soon as freedom is given to us. Men
will lock regretfully back to the old regim®
of comparative justice” and efficient, peacef!
more or  less honest administration. The
only thing gained will be that as a raceé e
u:.riu be saved from dishonour and Eﬂb“'rd'['a‘
tion.  Hope lies only in universal education
by which right conduct, fear of God &n
love, will be developed among the citizen’
from childhood, _ It is only if we SUC
'n this that Swaraj will mean happi™
Otherwise it will mean the grinding i”j“Et'FﬁT
and tyranny of wealth, What a beau!

or
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would be, if

it . ﬁVEf'r'hDd? [
f"mld 4 God-fearing and  realised fr:
zs of loving others. Yet thew i

ing :
hﬁ;}rg practical  hope for  the ultimarg
mns.ul‘l"lmaﬂun of this ideal in India than

alsgW here.

His humour was very subtle, He had
come 10 visit Orissa as the Govemor
EEI"!E-'F'EL the .'GI'EW More Food campaign
WS Iaunche_d |r|lenlﬁehr- We had grown
some Mandia (Ragi} in the lawns of the
Governor's residence at Cuttack. At lunch
5 sweet pudding of ragi was served: and
| pointed out rather proudly that Ragi had
peen grown on the Government House
Lawn by the Agricultural Department. Then
he enquired what has been used for flavour
ing. Some one at the table said that
Vanila had been used to mask the smell of
thickened milk. He talked about other
matters about food in different parts of
india and how it was often rich. Then
he mentioned that a type of kheer (Sweet
porridge) IS made in Gujarat where a
large gquantity of milk was boiled for
avaporation and plenty of sugar and some
saffron was used, and the whole thing
was expensive. After a while it dawned on
one of my friends that, he was having @
dig at me, for being proud of Mandia
pudding. When  he  Wwas Governar
General, Prime Minister MNehru sent Uup
the proposals for the formal official dl‘EEE‘EE
Achkan and Churidar Paijama. Rajaji
approved the proposal; but put 8 QU
‘Do these rules apply to me? The joka

was appreciated by Nehrd
dress only with = a Dhaoti and
folded chadar,
of him dressed in

It was ridiculou :
Achkan and Churidar.

il"IEI'II'IJ used 1

tell this
an exs story
mple of subtle | Imﬂﬂﬁ““”'““ a5

Rajaji lived an

ascetic |
';::ur whui.-n he lived i Raj “Ehwﬂu:m
a8pall  Bhavan gs Governor  and

mu:'n: General. He used 1o have nat
e t: :m two _ dhotis, two kurtas and
el Badﬂm in his wardrobe, Except
o h; avans where thers were regular

shermen, he used to  wash his  dhoti
and kurta himself, When he used to come
W attend meetings of the Working Com-
mitiee at Wardha or elsewhere he used
to wash his clothes himself. His food
was very simple; just rice, dal and curd,
His health was not good. But he never
complained about it

-

He was very punctilious in  replying
o all letters addressed to him by friends
or strangers. He used to write in  his own
hand even when he had the services of
stenographers  and  secretaries  at his
disposal. Usually the repliss were @ faw
sentences on @ postcard; but  the raplies
were adeguate.

Mast of his literary writings were in

Tamil; many of which he had translated
imta  English himself, Ona of his works
On current

wae translated by others also.
gffairs he used 1o write in English; mostly
in newspapers an sometimes in magazines.
He wrote in Tamil for magazines regularly.
gponer or later efforts will be madea 10
publish his wiitings in @ collected form.

As the years pass his services 10 the

' i il be appreciated
nation and 12 humanity Wi
and inspire many people in many lands.
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